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Biographical/Historical Note:  The Office of Institutional Research is focused on the collection, 
organization, maintenance and analysis of institutional and other data for executive-level 
decision support, institutional management, operations and planning functions. Included in 
this mission is systematic information processing of institutional data leading to broadly based 
institutional perspectives and understanding.  Also included are studies related to projected 
organizational needs, program objectives and efficient use of institutional resources. 
[http://www.wku.edu/instres/] 
 
It was created in 1965 as a staff resource directly under the supervision of the president's 
office.  In 1972 the scope increased to providing data analysis and research.  The 
department was moved to Academic Services.  In 1975 Computer Information Services was 
brought in to provide greater accessibility to institute-wide databases and provide both with 
needed computer support.  The office began reporting through the Assistant to the President 
for Resources Management / Director of the Budget between 1975-1984. From 1985, the 
office reported to the Executive Vice President for Administrative Affairs until 1990. From 1991 
until 1993, it then reported to  the Executive Vice President  for Administration and 
Technology. The office also reported to the Assistant Vice President for Finance & 
Administration from 1994-1997. From 1998 to the present, it reports to the Office of Provost for 
Academic Affairs. 
 
 Directors: 
 1965-1971   O.J. Wilson 
 1972-1980   Curtis Logsdon 
 1982-1994   John Foe 
 1995-1997   K. Ann Mead 
 1998-            Robert Cobb 
 
Description:  Correspondence and subject file created by the department of Institutional 
Research.  The series includes correspondence, miscellaneous documents and reports 
concerning enrollments, employee compensation, Information Systems and Higher 
Education. 
 
Dates: 1968-present 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Downing, Dero 
Gray, Elmer 
Hardin, Henry 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Kentucky. Council of Higher Education 
Logsdon, Curtis 
Meredith, Thomas 
Western Kentucky University 
 
Accession Information: These records were transferred to the University Archives upon its 
creation. 
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Container Folder 
UA56.4 
Creator Date Title 
UA56. Institutional Research Series 4. Correspondence/Subject File 
Series 
University Archives 
Correspondence and subject file created by the department of Institutional Research.  The series includes correspondence, 
miscellaneous documents and reports concerning enrollments, employee compensation, Information Systems and Higher 
Education. 
Container List 
Level 
Date 
Title 
Collection 
Scope & Content 
Records 
UA56 Linked to 
Box 1 1 
College Heights Foundation (WKU) 
Insititutional Research (WKU) 
Smith, Luther 
Western Kentucky University 
Wilson, O.J 
  
Institutional Research 1968 Business & Industry Committee Report 
Correspondence 
Industry 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 2 
Cook, Paul 
Haynes, Robert 
Human Resources (WKU) 
Meredith, Thomas 
Wilder, Jerry 
  
Institutional Research 1990-1992 Compensation Plan Guidelines 
Correspondence 
Employees 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 5 
Chelf, Carl 
Cook, Paul 
Cravens, Raymond 
Downing, Dero 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Kentucky. Attorney General 
Kentucky. Council on Higher Education 
Kentucky. Dept. of Finance & Administration 
Kentucky. Legislative Research Commission 
Lazarus, Rhea 
Logsdon, Curtis 
Madron, Thomas 
National Center for Higher Education Management,  NCHEMS 
University of Louisville 
Webb, William 
Western Kentucky University 
Wilson, O.J. 
Zettlemoyer, Charles 
Institutional Research 1968-1976 Council on Higher Education - General 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
Box 1 6 Institutional Research 1989-1994 Council on Higher Education - General 
Description Subjects Ashland Community College Correspondence 
Cox, Gary 
Haynes, Robert 
Hopkinsville Community College 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Kentucky. Council on Higher Education 
Kentucky. Dept. of Education 
Mitchell, Marlana 
Murray State University 
Northern Kentucky University 
University of Kentucky 
University of Louisville 
Walker, Ken 
Western Kentucky University 
Students 
Education 
Box 1 3 
Co-Operative Education (WKU) 
Council of Academic Deans (WKU) 
Davis, James 
Downing, Dero 
Faculty (WKU) 
Hardin, Henry 
House, Stephen 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Sutton, Ronnie 
Institutional Research 1971; 1977 Correspondence - In 
Correspondence 
Students 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 4 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, AACTE 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Oglesby, Burch 
Osbourn, Joseph 
Physical Education (WKU) 
Sponsored Programs (WKU) 
Institutional Research 1978-1979 Correspondence - Out 
Correspondence 
Statistics. 
Surveys 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 8 
Kentucky. Council on Higher Education 
Institutional Research 1989 Council on Higher Education - University Land Holdings Formula Fund 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
Box 1 9 
Conley, Frank 
Education & Behavioral Sciences (WKU) 
Gordon Ford College of Business (WKU) 
Gray, Elmer 
Greer, Richard 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Murray, Anne 
Ogden College of Science & Engineering (WKU) 
Potter College of  Arts & Letters (WKU) 
Western Kentucky University 
Wilder, Jerry 
Institutional Research 1986-1988 Enrollment Management College Committee Reports 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
Box 1 10 
Academic Council of Deans (WKU) 
Lazarus, Rhea 
Ogden College of Science & Engineering (WKU) 
Stroube, William 
Institutional Research 1971 General Education Guidelines 
Correspondence 
Education 
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 11 
Downing, Dero 
Sandefur, J.T. 
Institutional Research 1972 Graduate Assistantship Program 
Correspondence 
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 15 
Hardin, Henry 
Logsdon, Curtis 
Rees, Robert 
Southern Association of Colleges & Schools, SACS 
Tyler, Sara 
Wassom, Earl 
Institutional Research 1971-1972 Southern Association of Colleges & Schools (SACS) - Library Committtee minutes 
Correspondence 
Committees 
  
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 12 
Computer Information Technolgy (WKU) 
Council of Independent Kentucky Colleges & Universities 
Foe, John 
Institutional Research (WKU) 
Kentucky. Council of Higher Education 
Largen, Harry 
Logsdon, Curtis 
Southwest Missouri State University 
Western Kentucky University 
Institutional Research 1975-1976; 
1982-1983 
Information Exchange Project 
Correspondence 
Computers 
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 7 
Foe, John 
Kentucky. Council on Higher Education 
Largen, Harry 
Institutional Research 1988 Council on Higher Education - Tuition Revenue Model 
Correspondence 
Statistics. 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 13 
Cook, Paul 
Western Kentucky University 
Admissions (WKU) 
Meredith, Thomas 
Haynes, Robert 
Institutional Research 1968 Kentucky-Tennessee Tuition 
Correspondence 
Education 
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 14 
Council of Academic Deans (WKU) 
Southern Association of Colleges & Schools, SACS 
Logsdon, Curtis 
Downing, Dero 
Western Kentucky University 
Institutional Research 1971-1973 Southern Association of College & Schools (SACS) - General 
Correspondence 
Committees 
  
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 16 
Alumni Relations (WKU) 
Faculty (WKU) 
Southern Association of Colleges & Schools, SACS 
  
Institutional Research 1971-1972 Southern Association of Colleges & Schools (SACS) - Questionnaire Samples 
Correspondence 
Surveys 
Alumni & alumnae 
Students 
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 18 
Cook, Paul 
Cravens, Raymond 
Downing, Dero 
Kentucky. Council on Higher Education 
Logsdon, Curtis 
Updike, Thomas 
Institutional Research 1974; 1976 Student Enrollment - Tennessee 
Correspondence 
Students 
  
  
Description Subjects 
Box 1 17 Institutional Research 1978 Southern Regional Education Board Survey (SREB) 
Description Subjects Davis, James 
Faculty (WKU) 
Osbourn, Joseph 
Southern Region Education Board, SREB 
Correspondence 
Surveys 
Statistics. 
 Tomes, James 
Western Kentucky University  
